Emerald Necklace Chapter

Minutes of the 2005 Annual Member Meeting
Emerald Necklace Chapter #133
Trout Unlimited
December 6, 2005 — 7:00 PM

UNLIMITED

This was the Chapter’s first meeting held at the Independence Library. Twenty (20) members attended, plus
our guest speaker Mr. Andy Burt from Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR).

Chapter President Jim Augustyn outlined the meeting agenda with the two major pieces of business being the
election of the Chapter’s Board of Directors and a member vote on the adoption of the Chapter’s governing By-
Laws. We are in the process of submitting an application to the State of Ohio for approval to incorporate.
Incorporation provides both the Chapter and its members working at events sponsored by the Chapter with
some liability protection. The Directors and By-Laws would be for both our current and corporate
organizations.

There were no additional floor nominations for consideration for Director positions so the slates of candidates
were as presented in the Chapter mailing. The following Directors were elected: Dave Brown, Rick Cooper,
Chris Eckley, Kevin Halaburda, Rich Nering, Chris Steffen, Craig Strachan, and Scott Dennis. These
individuals, along with the elected officers — Jim Augustyn (President), John Gallagher (Vice
President/Treasurer), and Carl Kocian (2d Vice President) constitute the Board of Directors for the current term
December, 2005, through the next election in the fall, 2008.

John Gallagher provided the Chapter’s current financial status report. The current balance in our checking
account is $31,727.67. The Chapter made three donations this past year: $1,500 to support the Lake
Metroparks, $1,500 to support Trout Unlimited’s Embrace a Stream Project, and $2,500 to the Chagrin River
Land Conservancy.

Projects for the current year are undecided. Jim pointed out in prior years most of our activity revolved around
raising money and donating to other organizations that support conservation efforts. This year we would like to
have more direct participation in conservation efforts of our own. We are exploring the possibility of assisting
the Lake Metro Parks in opening up parkland along the Grand River (possibly by assisting with the expense of
cutting trails, posting signs, etc.). What we would hope to gain is the Lake Metro Parks would designate a
portion of the river opened up as an “artificial lure - catch and release only” section. Another possibility was
actually adopting a stream as our “home waters” and spending some of our funds improving that stream.

Carl Kocian provided information on the Chapter’s plan to have a booth at this years Sportsman’s Show in
March. Our hope is to use this venue as a possible fund raiser by expanding our membership and also by
raffling off a prize yet to be determined. The Sportsman’s Show runs from March 11-19, 2006. We will need a
significant number of volunteers to staff the booth so if you are interested, please let us know.
The show hours are as follows: Saturday, March 11th 10:00am - 9:00pm

Sunday, March 12th, 10:00am - 7:00pm

Monday, March 13th, 3:00pm - 9:00pm



Tuesday, March 14th, 3:00pm - 9:00pm
Wednesday, March 15th, 12:00pm - 9:00pm
Thursday, March 16th, 3:00pm - 9:00pm
Friday, March 17th, 3:00pm - 9:00pm
Saturday, March 18th, 10:00am - 9:00pm
Sunday, March 19th, 10:00am - 6:00pm

Guest speaker, Mr. Andy Burt, ODNR, gave a presentation on the history and current status of the Ohio native
brook trout project. A setback for the project occurred when approximately halfway through the project the
brood stock at the Castalia Fish Hatchery developed an illness and the entire brood stock had to be destroyed.
The funding for the project expires in FY 2007 and there are no plans by the ODNR to continue the native
brook trout program or resume a hatchery breeding program.

However, the program has had some successes. At the onset of the project, ODNR’s goal was to have six
streams with sustainable populations of native brook trout by the end of the project (2007). There are currently
four streams where the survey evidence indicates sustainable populations (absent some catastrophic event)
exist, and two more streams that are marginally producing but the jury is still out. Activities through the end of
the project include the completion of a study that will establish criteria to assist in the classification of habitat
and suitability criteria for additional trout plantings. The ODNR will continue stream fish surveys to evaluate
the overall success of the program (only through 2007).

Mr. Burt also provided an overview of ODNR’s trout stocking program for the 2005 year. He also provided
information on a group of high school girls in Geauga County who have been garnering many acclimations and
awards for their Save our Streams (SOS) project. ODNR is in the process of working with them and the
Cleveland Zoo to improve the Ohio Native Brook Trout exhibit at the Zoo. An activity planned for April may
be an opportunity for our Chapter to participate. More details to follow.

The next member meeting is tentatively scheduled for late January or the 1¥ Tuesday in February.



